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Csontváry – In the Language of Photons
A unique digital art journey awaits visitors at CODE from 27th June
A new and immersive way to discover the work of Tivadar Csontváry Kosztka is launching in Veszprém: CODE (Centre of Digital Experiences) presents its latest production, an exciting audiovisual journey through the life and art of one of Hungary’s most iconic painters. Csontváry – In the Language of Photons is an immersive experience that reimagines Csontváry’s world through the tools of digital art, told through the language of light.
An icon of Hungarian painting – in a new light
Tivadar Csontváry Kosztka (1853–1919) is undoubtedly one of the most celebrated and beloved figures in Hungarian painting. His works, reproduced widely and recognised instantly, have become deeply embedded in Hungary’s cultural consciousness. Though he was dismissed by his contemporaries as an eccentric dreamer and only truly recognised decades after his death, Csontváry is now hailed as a visionary and a pioneer of modern Hungarian art. His popularity continues to grow, while the mysteries surrounding his life and the relatively modest oeuvre of fewer than 150 works remain as intriguing as ever.
During his short but intense career, Csontváry became obsessed with capturing “the path of the sun” – light effects, or, as this exhibition suggests, the language of photons.
This time, his paintings are not displayed on canvas but brought to life through an audiovisual performance. With immersive visuals and soundscapes, the exhibition spans the various spaces of CODE and officially opened to the public on 27th June.
“Our ambition is to establish, sustain and strengthen a creative region.
CODE is both a meeting point and a rallying call for the region’s creative minds.
The works of Tivadar Csontváry Kosztka offer the perfect context and inspiration for this vision.”
— Tibor Navracsics, Minister of Public Administration and Regional Development, in his opening speech
Three spaces, three distinct experiences
Csontváry – In the Language of Photons invites visitors to explore the artist’s universe through three unique spaces and perspectives:
The Experience Corridor presents a multimedia journey through Csontváry’s life from his childhood and years as a pharmacist to the full flowering of his artistic vision. Animated artworks, interactive features and art historical insights help uncover how a pharmacist became a visionary painter and how his worldview, inner cosmos and the myth of Csontváry were shaped – even beyond his lifetime.
The Studio immerses visitors in a floating, abstract universe brought to life through a three-dimensional contemporary artwork. Csontváry’s colours shift and transform; the force of his waterfalls and the light in his skies become a poetic audiovisual experience.
The Hexagon is a 400-square-metre, 360-degree panorama space where visitors can step into reconstructed 3D environments of Csontváry’s paintings. In five chapters, guests can follow his intellectual and geographical pilgrimage from Selmecbánya to Baalbek, from the quiet of the Carpathians to the cedars of Lebanon.
A digital journey that speaks to all the senses
Csontváry – In the Language of Photons is not a traditional exhibition, but a multi-sensory audiovisual journey where Csontváry’s paintings, thoughts and visions come alive in new digital dimensions. The programme offers something for all generations: art lovers will gain deeper insight into the painter’s mind, while younger audiences will encounter one of Hungary’s greatest artists through a fresh and spectacular format.
“With the opening of the Csontváry exhibition, we have taken another important step towards our long-held ambition: to make Veszprém and our region a centre of Hungarian creativity and the domestic creative industry. This production is a remarkable reinterpretation of a true Hungarian genius’s art. I believe - and hope - that this immersive presentation will find success not only domestically but also on international stages.”
— Gyula Porga, Mayor of Veszprém
“This is a dialogue between generations: a search for new forms of expression while paying tribute to the past and to the genius of Tivadar Csontváry Kosztka. It’s rare today to find a production that both carries deep artistic value and delivers that elusive ‘wow’ effect. CODE may well serve as an inspiration and role model for other institutions.”
— Anita Kiss-Hegyi, State Secretary for Cultural Relations
“Tivadar Csontváry Kosztka’s iconic works are an essential part of the Hungarian visual memory. Their true power lies in their universal appeal across generations. His painting was not driven by theory or speculation, but by a spiritual and unprejudiced understanding of the natural order. As he himself once said, he only wanted to see – and to become the painter of the sun’s path.
My deepest thanks and appreciation to all those whose efforts and support made this extraordinary addition to the Csontváry legacy possible.”
— László Baán, Director General of the Museum of Fine Arts, in his opening remarks
Photos from the opening event are available here:
CODE Csontváry Opening
Csontváry – In the Language of Photons is open to visitors from 27th June.
For more information and ticket purchase, please visit CODE’s online platforms.
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Creative Professionals:

Artistic Directors: Andrea Sztojánovits (media artist), Tamás Zádor (media artist, Glowing Bulbs)
Biographical Introduction & Art History Texts: Gábor Rieder (art historian)
Composer: Gergely Álmos (musician, architect)
Founding Concept & Artistic Consultant: Can Togay (screenwriter, film director, media artist)
Directors: Andrea Sztojánovits, Tamás Zádor (Glowing Bulbs)
Assistant Director: Krisztina Heckler (Glowing Bulbs)
Script: Andrea Sztojánovits
Art History Consultant: Gábor Rieder
Sound:
Original Score: Gergely Álmos
Stereo Premix: Gábor Vári
Spatial Audio Mixing: Péter Halász, Gábor Halász (Sepia Sound Studio)
Animation:
Glowing Bulbs: Tamás Zádor, Balázs Szőcs, Ferenc Hallgató, Eszter Papp, István Rittgasser
Derengő Animation: Bálint Benkovits, Máté Szigeti
Réka Polena, Marcell Andristyák, Luca Szabó, Ivó Kovács, Andrea Sztojánovits
Graphics:
Gréta Straubinger, Eszter Szabó, Andrea Sztojánovits
The spoken texts are adapted from Tivadar Csontváry Kosztka’s autobiographical writings.
Hungarian voice: Simon Szabó – actor, director
English voice: Patrick Mullowney – actor
Translation and proofreading: Hanna Tardos

Programming: Gáspár Hajdú
Contributors: Farkas Fülöp (Glowing Bulbs), Judit Bakonyi (Glowing Bulbs)
Institutions and owners providing artwork reproductions:
Museum of Fine Arts – Hungarian National Gallery, Budapest; Janus Pannonius Museum, Pécs; mediated by Kieselbach Gallery; mediated by Virág Judit Gallery and Auction House; Herman Ottó Museum, Miskolc; private collectors
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